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Allen, Hervey ACTION AT AQUILA Farrar & Rinehart 


** One lives in a constant state of doubt over the ability of an author of a 
best seller to strike twice, and of uncertainty as to whether one wants him to repeat 
his own pattern of success, or try a new path. Now Action At Aquila has proved the 
soundness of his claim as a first rate story teller; and he has further proved that 
he does not need the props of a cloak and sword romance to upholi that claim. To be 
sure, this first novel of his since Anthony Adverse is in soberer mood, it is less 
unashamedly romantic and glamorous, it appeals to a totally different sort of reader 
than the one seeking escape into hero roles, with a touch of Dumas. Instead, he has 
set himself a task - and achieved it; he has taken a minor episode of the Civil War, 
he has determined to make the people and what they were thinking and feeling his 
= object, rather than the strategy of generals, he has given to that seemingly remote 

eS period a sense of immediacy which is in itself another gesture toward understanding 
the cruelty and futility of war. And he has done it with the pen of a storyteller, 
who gets under the surface with his characters, particularly his minor characters, 
and makes them live. The Valley of Virginia is his setting - the time towards the 
close of the struggle. And in presenting a somewhat stereotyped situation of an 
officer in the northern army winning the fealty of a woman of the south whom he had 
injured, he has managed to make it a new story, he has told it with enough of the 
rhythm of its period to make it authentic, without sacrificing present day reality 
to artificial echoes of the past. A comparison of the final draft with parts of the 
serialization in Cosmopolitan indicate.that the condensation into serial form has 
somehow robbed the story of its flavor, its vitality - and that it is virtually a 
new book even to those who skinmed it in serial form. A book for a sure sale ~-- 
and wide rentals; a book that is worth putting on permanent shelves of Civil War 
literature, $2. 50 





Note: This issue includes a good many titles that from author angle might seem to 
rank as MUST BOOKS, but that we are reluctant to place under that heading. See re- 
ports below for your own opinion:— GREAT ARGUMENT by Philip Gibbs (Doubleday, Doran); 
Hugh Walpole's HEAD IN GREEN BRONZE: Short Stories (Doubleday, Doran); H. G. Wells' 
THE BROTHERS (Viking) and THESE BARS OF FLESH by T. S. Stribling (Doubleday, Doran), 
Undoubtedly, all of these books mean money in the till, but read the reports care- 
fully and gauge your own purchases. They should all be represented. 


We Nominate For Special Notice These Titles, Chiefly Dark Horses 


| @ «SHIPS IN THE SKY by Gunnar Gunnarsson (Bobbs, Merrill); E, H. Young's CELIA (Harcourt, 
he Brace); LAND WITHOUT MOSES by C. C. Munz (Harper); John Gunther's RING ROUND VIENNA 
(Harper); CRY HALLELUJAH by Jennings Rice (Harper) and THE WAYWARD PILGRIMS by Gerald 
Warner Brace (Putnam). See below for reports. 
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PROBLEMAT ICAL BOOKS 


February 17 


Young, Es. He CELIA Harcourt, Brace 


* Ever since I read William, almost ten years ago, I have had a weakness for 
E. He Young and the unforgettable characters she creates. Next to William comes 
Miss Mole in my list of favorites. And Celia jostles elbows with them both. Once 
again the town of Upper Radstowe forms the setting, but it is a wholly new gallery 
of characters and they take form and substance, small and great, as the story prog- 
resses, It is not a lively plot; it has the graciousness of leisured charm which 
she knows so well how to sustain. But at the same time she manages to make the un- 
folding of a middle aged wife and mother with her dreams of the past, her occasional 
rebellion at the present, her hidden depths and shallows important and interesting. 
A story of a family - with its interlocking branches, $2.50 


February 11 
Brawley, Benjamin, ed. THE BEST STORIES OF PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR Dodd, Mead 


Best known as a poet today, Dunbar in his day did memorable short stories, 
and this is a gleaning from the four published volumes of the twenty best and most 


significant stories,chiefly in the vein of comedy for which he is best known. $2.50 


Nicholson, Helen THE PAINTED BED Dodd, Mead 


Good old fashionei romance with a modern setting. Spain on the verge of 
civil war, and a touch of melodrama in the motive of long-cherished revenge which - 
achieved - wrecks havoc in many interlocked lives. It is a story memorable chiefly 
for a well paced plot and good background picture of mountaineer life, impinging 
briefly on life of the town, The characters are fairly stereotyped; the brief 
glimpse of conflicting forces andi warring loyalties, of families split internally, 
as the war starts is suggestive but not very profound in handling. A good yarn — 
for rental libraries chiefly. $2.50 


February 24 


Larsson, Gosta FATHERLAND, FAREWELL! Harcourt, Brace 


* A new talent came to our attention with Our Daily Bread (Vanguard) in 
1934. This, his second book to be translated from the Sweiish bears out the promise 
of the first, and is amore mature, a better integrated book, with the same quality 
of sensitivity and understanding, identification one might feel, with the working 
Class in the lower ranks. This is no plea for the underdog; rather is it a warmly 
human revelation of what goes on, in the story of young Hjalmar, strugslins against 
poverty, bad conditions, the discouragement of watching his friends beaten down in 

@ courageous groping towards better working conditions, ambitious for himself, fear- 
ful of the ties that he has watched strangle others like him. The period is 1910 - 
following the General Strike. It is an interesting insight into the slow awakening 
of the forces that have won so outstanding a success in Sweden. And at the same 
time, there is a romance, tenderly handled -~ and a story well told. Not for those 
who are afraid to see how "the other half lives", but not a sordid book. $2.50 


February 26 


Deeping, Warwick THE HOUSE OF SPIES McBride 


Second string Deeping ~ cloak and sword romance set about 1813, with the 
tightening of Napoleon's throttle holi, and the threatened invasion of England. 
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Locale ~ Sussex. A tried and not too true plot, in which a mysterious Louse is 
occupied by a mad visionary, controlled by a French spy and his lovely innocent 
daughter. She loves a British soldier, who is fated to crush her father. There's 
battling, duelling, false play and trickery, a kidnapping - and a happy ending. 


Adequate of its type, but nothing new. Rentals. $2.00 
March @ 
Comfort, Jane Levington TIME OUT FOR ETERNITY Dutton 


A psychological novel of a neurotic writing family, obsessed with their 
own creative efforts, with sex and so on, Penetrating at times, often witty, but 
somewhat unbalanced, bizarre, but singularly convincing in a story of emotional 
involvement between che tather, a writer with a following of women worshippers, his 
wife, unable to contact him on the mental plane, the daughter, obsessed in her de- 
votion to him, and the son, resentful. A book for women readers who like vivi- 
section of the inner life, well done. $2.50 


March 10 


Jerman, Sylvia Paul ATTENTION: MISS WELLS Harcourt, Brace 


An "ofiice-wife" theme, somewhat different in handling from the routine 
novel of the kind ~ for Eunice was not actually in love with her boss, she just let 
him dominate her life, There's a minor theme romance on the side, while the stress 
and strain of the office life and office politics goes on, commanding the major 
part of her life. Enough of incident, melodrama, to speed the pace ~- but not a 
profoundly convincing or important tale. Rental libraries. $2. 00 


Hallas, Richard YOU PLAY THE BLACK AND THE RED COMES UP 4/25 (3% McBride 


Life is complicated enough when a title is changed from English publica- 
tion to American; when the author undergoes a metamorphisis, it is even more con- 
fusing. This is Eric Knight, under an American pseudonym, probably because he has 
taken on a new cloak and joined the hard-boiled school. Crazy as to characters ~- 
crazy as to events, and with an ending that is almost straight Cain. In spite of 
its madness, and unreality, and unpleasantness, this story of a bounder who can't 
lose, until the plot laid to kill the woman he lives with, kills instead the woman 
he loves, somehow holds the reader, and occasionally moves one. 'Ware your conser~ 
vatives - it’s not for them (or public libraries), $2. 00 


Perkins, Grace THE UNBREAKABLE MR. DOLL Rarrar & Rinehart 


Light fiction looking up, with good pace and likeable characters slightly 
more rounded than one would expect. The story of crude, candid, soft-hearted Glory 
Doll, who loves two men all her life, is really an appealing character. Beautiful, 
incredibly rich, she started life as a waif, was adopted by a man hiding from jus- 
tice, and at sixteen marries her foster father's son who has a flare for spotting 
oil. They love each other - but an engineer steps in to form a triangle, and life 
goes on. Travel — frustration - death - and a sustaining loyalty. Not run of the 
mill. Rental library market. $2. 00 


March 14 


Saroyan, William LOVE, HERE IS MY HAT Modern Age 


Scareely short stories, though some of them have more detachment from his 
own emotional springboard, and more formulated plot than much of his previous work, 
A collection of brief episodic flashes, subjects varying from sex to the underworld, 
to his own meanderings of a rather introverted imagination. The Saroyan market. 
Paper only $ . 25 
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March 14 


Kaverin, Benjamin THE LARGER VIEW Stackpole 
The closest: analogy that occurs to me is Jules Romain's monumental Men of 
Good Will. There is the same breadth of canvas; the same large cast of characters; 
the same detachment in showing them at work, at play, in love, and out, There are 
many of the same weaknesses, giving one the feeling ot the neei of something to bring 
it all into focus, to clarify the interrelation of characters and motives and ideals 
and plots and visions. There's a largeness of spirit, ana there's a complete sense 
of objectivity -— the author is showing the reader Leningrad today, through its schol- 
arly and creative life, and there is nothing of politics or economics or propaganda. 
it almost seems to turn back the leaves of the old Russian literature in 


In fact, 
It is not easy reading, but it is important as evidence of a 


spirit and character. 


new birth of the Russian literary world. $2. 75 
March 17 
Rodger, Sara-Elizabeth THE STRANGE WOMAN Lippincott 


Not for your rocker rentals, this story on the young modern, free and easy 
side. A New York debutante, separated from her first love who was unacceptable to 
her family, becomes involved with two men, lives with one and marries the other. 
Several years later -~ a surprise ending when she finds that the old love sees her 
as she has become, not what she was, and she gets her jeserts. Crisp, pleasant 


dialogue - facile style. $2.00 


March 18 J 


Forester, C. S. SHIP OF THE LINE Little, Brown 


A keen disappointment, to many who liked Beat to Quarters. Another story 
of Captain Hornblower, now captain of a "Ship of the line" and part of the squadron 
blockading the coasts of Spain during the Napoleonic Wars. There is much that is 
interesting in the picture of life on board a vessel of the British savy; there are 
successive exciting and hair-raising adventures, in which Hornblower, though rarely 
a hero under the skin, pulls off deeis of heroism, there's one sensationally good 
fight and one even better retreat. But as a novel, it is loosely constructed; the 
style is careless and repetitious, almost amateurish; and the thread of romance 


(Lady Barbara again) is utterly unimportant and adds nothing to the story, which 

after all is keyed to the interests of men wanting sheer adventure. $2.50 Y 
March 22 

Marshall, Marguerite Mooers LAND OF THEIR FATHERS Messner 


A reliabie renter - and this is reliable Marshall. New Hampshire again - 
young love — the purity of country life - the details of country folk and their 
ways ~— and a sadly obvious story of a tabloid reporter who becomes involved in a 
murder case, has a rather tawdry affair in the process of getting her story, and 
becomes sated with the cheap sensationalism of the work she has undertaken, in con- 


trast to country folks and ways. $2.00 
March 923 

Munz, Charles Curtis LAND WITHOUT MOSES Harper 

* A long book, and strong neat, but moving and deserves recognition. The story 


of "the richest land, the poorest people" ~ sharecroppers of the south «ander the yoke 
of the landowner. Lacks the sharp sense of drama of Erskine Caldwell, lacks too his 
squalid humor, his tightness of style, but nonetheless a blunt and powerful book. 
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The material is presented as virtually a series of episodes, rather than a gradual 
build-up to a dramatic climax; the characters reveal themselves through their in- 
frequent but telling sentences. And, through an accumulation of sordid, tragic 

things, the story of the Moten family takes form. Not pleasant reading - but a re- 
vealing and important book. $2.50 









March 25 










Gibbs, Philip GREAT ARGUMENT Doubleday, Doran 


Not a book that will strengthen his market - in fact another disappointment. 
For, on a slender thread of plot (fallen aviator, son of capitalist, nursed to health 
and romance by daughter of liberal, etc,) he strings an almost constant flow of dia- 
logue and argument and soliloquy on virtually every subject of current English polit- 
ical thought, - with spicing of economic and social problems. War, peace, Socialism, 
youth, democracy, Fascism, Communism, League of Nations, Abyssinia, sanctions, Liber- 
alism, Spain, Italy - they are all there. And as confused in presentation as they 
generally are in thought today. $2.50 


























Walpole, Hugh HEAD IN GREEN BRONZE: And Other Stories Doubleday, Doran 


In the Walpole manner, an excellent collection of short stories for the 
guest-room bedside table, for the convalescent, or for reading aloud. There is noth- 
ing of the modern cynicism; the stories seem somewhat dated —- but after all that is 
| often restful. One group might stand alone, Let the Bores Tremble, built on an enter- 
taining idea of a business of ridding society of bores. For characteristic flavor, 
read The German, The Exile, The Train. Not an important addition to the Walpole shelf. 


& $2.50 


March 29 


Shuster, George N. BROTHER FLO Macmillan 


Slim ~- a somewhat sentimental portrait of a Catholic brother against the 
background of a Catholic college. Young Breen comes to restore some paintings at 
Merrymount College, decides to paintthe portrait of Brother Flo, the porter, and 
learns something of Flo's life and experiences. A book for liberal Catholics. $1.50 


March ?? 
Harrison, Charles Yale MEET ME ON THE BARRICADES Scribner 


A strange unreal sort of book, hard to classify. A little oboe player in a 
great orchestra, disappointed in his ambitions, gets a certain satisfaction out of 
his dream life, his identification of himself with various roles in a downtrodden 
world, He thinks himself somewhat left wingish, but successive disappointments crush 
his spirit. He must find release from the unromantic facts of his marriage and sub— 
urban life, from his unimportant place in the orghestra, and his dreams become real- 
ities, with a Russian mistress as his sex outlet, and the recurrent note of the Span- 
ish Civil War to tie him to current happenings. At the last, his dream so dominates 
his life, that he dies - of disillusion. Told in stream of consciousness manner ~ a 
ticker tape of the rhythm of his mental and emotional processes. $2.50 








Breuer, Bessie THE DAUGHTER 4 / ja Simon & Schuster 


A gripping book, but so unpleasant in its details, so unpalatable in its 
aftertaste that one questions the extent of its appeal. A deeply emotional story of 
a girl whose life was set awry by a mother who clutched at youth and emotional sen~ 
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sation, all the time undermining the foundations of her daughter's sense of security 
and ideals. The story focuses on a trip to Florida, where the girl's own passions 
first come to fruition ~ and where she shipwrecks an already unstable emotional be- 
ing. She can't take it. This is bare bones skeleton of a story whose implications 
are deeper than the events, but the whole is marred by vulgarisms that seem scarcely 
necessary to the psychological unity and the quality of the finer parts of the study, 
Told in stream of consciousness manner. To me, it lacks the integrity of her earlier 


book, Memory of Love. $2.50 
April ?? 


Kiempner, John Jeffrey NO STORK AT NINE Scribner 


A rather original and amusing New York City romance, between a young ad- 
vertising man, exceptionally conservative, and the girl who caught him off guard 
and whom he married without any knowledge of her except that she had ~ at the moment 
he met her — determined on severing links with an affatr. Convincing pictures of 
life in a city community, with cross sectioning of various of the inhabitants — and 
a gesture towards tit for tat when the husband fancies he has discovered that his 
wife has a lover. An odd blend of sentiment, wrapped in cellophane. And a happy 
ending! A refreshingly different book. $2.50 


April 4 


Wells, H. G. THE BROTHERS Viking 


I think this the poorest of the three novelettes (Croquet Player, Star 
Begotten), In the others, there was at least a successful build-up of atmosphere. 
Here, the author overplays an idea, and comes out with no solution that has any 
psychological importance. Again a sort of parable on our times. Twin brothes, 
ignorant of each others existence, head up opposing forces of fascism and communisn, 
or their equivalent. When fate throws one into the power of the other, they find 
that their lives and thoughts have singular parallels, and that even their ideals 


might merge. But again fate intervenes. A thesis book —- too talky talky and pretty 
dull. $1.50 


bpeit—e— to eal, Sep bertin 
Gunther, John RING ROUND VIENNA Happer 


* There's a surprisingly wide general public for authentic newspaper mater~ 
ial, and that should provide a market for this novel based on correspondents in 
Vienna, in the period just preceding the murder of Dolfuss. The central characters 
are a young couple, much in love and newly married, assigned to Vienna for an Amer— 
ican paper. The ups and downs of their early months of marriage, while Vienna rocks 
around them. Expose of banking scandals, inflation, civil warfare, - government 
forces, Nazi, Socialists. Their personal story played out against the unstable 
emotional background of a country in conflict. Good journalese - rather crisp and 
elliptical in manner ~ note of authenticity - symptomatic of period and place and 
time, with underground volcanoes disrupting personal life. For anyone not remotely 
interested in the journalistic background, this book is too strongly flavored with 
that atmosphere. On most grounds, it is superior to the usual novel written by a 
European correspondent, tapping a vein which is sound, and revealing a period of 
which comparatively little is known and understood. $2. 75 
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April 6 


The Maou lohe Irak bee som i 
Rice, Jennings CRY -HADLEDUCAN , Harper 
* A small Southern town, revealed through the caricature of stupidity, petti- 


ness and malicious tongues, the breakdown of standards supposedly based on ancestry 

but actually rooted in money, and the irony of the situation which makes the story 

results in sage and entertaining reading. Leonard Somers dies, leaving a fortune to 
his nearest kin, and before his death he had planned a gargantuan revenge, a revela-— 
tion of scandals within scandals, just retribution for meddlers who had driven him out 
of town. It is a long book ~ overlong, perhaps, but for the acute and witty presenta— 
tion. $2.50 


April 7 
Whitcomb, Gatharine IN THE FINE SUMMER WEATHER Random House 


A third book ~- and still it reads like a good idea for a story, but not a 
well thought through and finished product. She has her situation:~ three couples, 
one happily married, with a troublesome son; one outwardly happy, but inwardly dis-— 
rupted by the woman's sterility, the man's unfaithfulness; the third, a bickering, 
mal-adjusted pair. Into this group, at a New Hampshire lake resort, is thrust the 
breath of scandal, a former mistress of the second man, and his small and irresist- 
ible daughter. But the author doesn't quite know how to solve it,so she crashes the 
lady friend and bickering author husband over a cliff. Not convincing, either as 
to characters or plot. $2.00 


April 8 


Ames, Jennifer HER WORLD OF MEN Doubleday, Doran 


Marital convolutions plus - a sort of modern Puss~in-the-Corner. Miss Ames 
has done better, though she has seldom gone to such lengths to achieve her ends. The 
thought is motivated by innumerable tricks of deus ex machina - and even as tripe it 
is pretty poor, $2.00 


Stribling, T. S. THESE BARS OF FLESH Doubleday, Doran 


The only éxcuse for this tour de force of Mr. Stribling's, is a gesture to- 
ward interpreting it as satire, on say - Dale Carnegie, Sinclair Lewis and Thorne 
Smith, if you can picture the three-in-one. It is furthermore an expose of standards 
and viewpoints of a great city university, of radicalism, of psychology, of politics, 


of business, of sex. And withal - it is dull. $2.50 
Brace, Gerald Warner THE WAYWARD PILGRIMS Putnam 
* A novel of substance and quality, for those wanting something not along 


stereotyped lines. The Islands won considerable critical acclaim; this has more 
unity and meat. It is the story of a journey which provides an intellectual journey 
for the reader. Against the beauty of the Vermont hills, the story is told of a 
college professor who sets out to study abstractions, and grasps a bit of life it- 
self. As he leaves the train, he encounters Margot, older, wiser, a good companion. 
They walk ~ they talk — seriously, amusingly, autobiographically, impersonally ~ and 
Margot gives of her wisdom and her love, and the people of the hills add their bit 
of magic. Then ~ with the journey behind him ~ he finds that he has grasped a new 
approach to life and the future, The talk is good, the writing excellent, and the 
romance is original and refreshing. $2.50 
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April 14 
Guerard, Albert J., Jr. THE PAST MUST ALTER Henry Holt 
* Here is a more than promise, in a first novel by a youth of twenty, already 


published and loudly acclaimed in England, An unusual and compelling book, this story 
of an"old child," hyper-sensitive, intuitive, tragically alone, as he attempts to stand 
as buffer between his father, stifled by affection, his mother seeking solidity. Three 
maladjusted people, in the last analysis, but genuine and never verging on abnormality. 
A subtle use of the commonplace, made momentous by refraction in the child's mind; the 
interplay of past and present; a Proustian use of memory. Hard to define, but a book 

of definite charm, and an emotional intensity which neither oversteps nor destroys its 


reality. $2.50 
These Books Received Too Late For January Reports 
January 31 
Gunnarsson, Gunnar SHIPS IN THE SKY Bobbs, Merrill 
* An exquisite piece of writing, which recalls Coffin's memorable Lost Para- 


dise, as an Icelander recreates a boyhood, up to the seventh year. Beautifully and 
tenderly handled, with no sentimentality, tender, vivid, sympathetic, an elder look-— 
ing back at youth and recalling vividly the games, the imaginings, the hopes and 
aspirations, the fears, the relation to elders and to passing friendships. Through— 
out, the pervading spirit of the mother, whose death closes the first chapter of 
life, for the boy. Scarcely a novel, as it is surely based on the author's own boy-— 
hood. An authentic picture of Icelandic peasant life, recalling in spirit and tempo 
some of Selma Lagerlof's work. Possibly it will win a plus sale for older boys and 
girls, as in the case of Marbacka. $2.50 


February 4 
Millard, Ruth Tracy CANDLEFLAME Penn 


Purely rental in appeal, and better than routine romance. Story of a small 
town Vermonter who is ambitious, emotional, beautiful, and who carves out for herself 
a difficult road, starting with an elopement, quickly followed by desertion. Her lover 
is killed in the war —- but she goes on ~ school years, college, a career, and through 
out, a safely guarded love which finally bears reward. $2.00 


February 11 


Filmer, Henry ESCAPE TO CAIRG Bobbs, Merrill 


A new setting (Egypt) for your renters, a more cosmopolitan story than run- 
of—the-mill, and measures up to average for rental tripe. A man "getting away from 
it all" meets a forthright, downright American girl, with some troubles of her own. 

A picture postcard background, which eventually provides the right setting for love 
in action. $2.00 


Ash, Peter CLIMAX Penn 


For older conservatives ~ public library branch circulation, etc. A story 
of a marriage that had seemed to go on the rocks. The wife dying, her husband returns 
home, and the twisted reasons for the apparent failure of the marriage are gradyally 
unravelled and prove it was a success, $2.00 
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MYSTERIES. WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


February 17 
Wilde, Percival MYSTERY WEEK#END Harcourt, Brace 


Doings at a Connecticut skiing resort, with tomohawk killings. A cocky 
New York reporter unsnarls the mystery of an A W OL body, two corpses and his own 
peculiar behavior. Not always fair to the reader, but easy entertainment. With 
the widespread enthusiasm for skiing, this should have a timely sale for its setting. 
$2.00 


February i8 
MacDonald, William Colt SLEEPY HORSE RANGE Covici, Friede 


Good average Western in which a Deputy U. S. Marshall poses as a wandering 
poet, accompanying his songs with a concertina, and cleans up some bad men who are 


trying to oust a girl and her father from their ranch. Expected ending. $2.00 
Starrett, Vincent MIDNIGHT AND PERCY JONES Covici, Friede 
* Chicago dramatic critic gets chance to sleuth in the murder of a singer, 


the disappearance of a radio announcer, and the death of another woman. Well steeped 
in Sherlock Holmes' traditions, Blackwood presents the killer to the police after 
following clues to counterfeiting, past misdeeds, et al, Entertaining. $2.00 


Baker, Richard M. DEATH STOPS THE BELLS Scribner 


Boston suburb the locale. An amateur criminologist, the pedantic school- 
teacher solves the crime, when three corpses, all done in with a blunt instrument 
and a .38, tied in with campanology and a family feud, afford the opportunity for a 
demonstration. $2.00 


February 23 
Cole, G. D. H. & M. THE MISSING AUNT Macmillan 


In the cautious, unsensational English manner, the mystery of two deaths 
and intricate wills involving and implicating five great nieces and nephews, is 
solved by Scotland Yard. Meticulous deduction in established Cole manner. A bit 
thin on plot. $2.00 


February 25 
Taylor, Phoebe Atwood THE ANNULET OF GILT Norton 


* Another Asey Mayo--and we like him, with all the customary irrelevancies 
and the good Cape Cod background. This time he acquires an elephant, gets involved 
in an international situation, works with an old friend in adventure, and finds who 
murdered the two women. A Camera Club of young enthusiasts, Betsey Porter at her 
best, Asey noteworthy. $2.00 


Williams, I. S. SNOW IN EDEN Scribner 


James Oliver Curwood, modern style, with a bit of mystery intertwined. In 
parallel action panels a young wife has her baby ~ a husband hunting meat and in- 


‘specting traps is lost and crazed by exhaustion and hunger ~- a plane crashes and the 


pilot and passengers try to locate the trapper. Northwest Canada - adventure - death ~ 
melodrama, et al. $2.00 
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March 7 
Morland, Nigel THE CLUE IN THE MIRROR Farrar & Rinehart 


The formidable Mrs. Pym (The Clue of the 3ricklayer's Aunt) happily battles 
her way through the Milson case, which involves murder, abduction, blackmail, ghosts, 
financial tangles, and wins a permanent place in Scotland Yard. Best penny dreadful 


tradition. $2.00 


March 8 
Thayer, Lee RANSOM RACKET Dodd, Mead 


A swift-paced story of kidnapping, with many red herrings across the path, 
successive suspects, sound reasoning back of solution. A Peter Clancy mystery, with 


the incomparable valet, Wiggar, to the rescue. Setting - Westchester County, N. Y. 
$2.00 


March 14 


Estevan, John GRAVEYARD WATCH Modern Age 


Phony sort of sleuthing yarn - dope smuggling, deaths, exotic Eurasian, 


stolen jewels, told in brogue by the Irish detective on the case. Not too plausible. 
Paper - $ .25 


March 15 
Flynn, Brian FIVE RED FINGERS Michael S. Mill 


So-so mystery yarn in which the winning of the Derby is an important phase. 
The murder of a wealthy South African brings criminologist Bathurst a~snooping, and 


after much complicated research, untangling the snarl. Not really fair to the reader. 
$2.00 


Taylor, P. Walker MURDER IN THE GAME RESERVE Michael S. Mill 


Three sleuths ~— a local superintendent, a native inspector, and a commander 
of the British Naval Intelligence, show that every member of a party travelling in an 
African game preserve has motive and opportunity to kill Lord Warnford, but finally 
solve it. $2.00 


Wentworth, Patricia RUN Lippincott 


Adventure —~ mystery ~ romance with a fair quota of entertainment. A young 
Scot falls in love with a girl whose life is in danger, because she knows too much 
for her guardian and his wife. They manager to escape all traps, but with exciting 


moments. Not for the serious minded mystery fan. $2.00 
March 25 

de Laguna, Frederica FOG ON THE MOUNTAIN Doubleday, Doran 

* A real amateur solves the killings that take place in Alaska. Two more 


killings and a third attempted, before an ethnologist succeeds in clearing the favor— 
ite suspect, through his knowledge of Alaskan lore. Death gets the killer. Out of 
ordinary. Good yarn. $2.00 





February i, 1938 Fictton 
March 29 


Vestal, Stanley REVOLT ON THE BORDER Houghton, Mifflin 


Well-—paced yarn, and not a conventional Western, Romance — adventure of 
the Trail, at moment when U. S. takes possession of New Mexico, and Santa Fe knows 
not to whom it belongs, and the army moves in ostensibly to "protect" trappers and 
settlers. The story is told by a mountain man, forced by circumstances to take a 
lovely Kentuckian over the Trail to Hent's Fort and Santa Fe. $2.00 


March 31 
Drake, Drexel THE FALCON MEETS A LADY Lippincott 


This time the Falcon has a corpse strewn path in adventure into which Lady 
Miriam plunges him. A packet of bonds and the body of a retired Army officer sets 
things in motion, and with Sarge he eventually runs down the explanation of the 
strange events. Adventure rather than mystery - overloaded with italics — and not 
too hot. $2.00 


April 8 
Johnston, Madeleine COMETS HAVE LONG TAILS Doubleday, Doran 


The death of the Chinese werd of a well~known socialite and rare jade col- 
lector, Mrs. Allison, throws the Police Commissioner under suspicion. The law balks 
at investigating its chief, so Bradshaw of the chief newspaper takes to sleuthing 
and a hotbed results. Two more murders to cover up a robbery — and the original 
murderer finally revealed, a surprise twist, Trips along nicely, occasionally splashy, 
but good entertainment. $2.00 


Knight, Kathleen Moore ACTS OF A BLACK NIGHT 


An Elisha MacComber mystery, in which the Cape Cod detective has to find 
the murderer of a wealthy cad, when two unfriendly groups involuntarily share the 
isolation of an island. Kidnapping enters the picture ~ Elisha untangles the two 
situations to everyone's satisfaction. Average. $2. 00 


i 
Connington, J. Jd. TRUTH COMES LIMPING Little, Brown 


This for the serious murder-mystery addict, thoroughly fair to the reader 
gifted with deductive abilities. Two corpses baffle the amateurs involved, but spur 
the local Chief Constable to the solution, Small English village, local gossip, black 
mail and a family feud form the ingredients. $2.00 


Last Minute Arrival ~ Too Late For January Bulletin Report 


February 2 


Meynell, Laurence W. THE HOUSE IN THE HILLS Harper 


* Melodrama ~ international situation in best Harold McGrath tradition, Mys— 
tery girl makes hit on movie lot — gets involved in an accidental murder ~ escapes 

to get caught in the mesh of her hereditary right to a throne of a remote Medit— 
erranean country and her country's enemies, Baikie and his amateur assistant to the 
rescue, even though it takes them into terrific dangers and distant countries, Good 
yarn, with suspense sustained, but not routine mystery stuff. Meynell can Spin a 


tale, with the best of them. $2.00 
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de Kruif, Paul THE FIGHT FOR LIFE of — 26 Harcourt, Brace 
“* The best book he has done since Microbe funters, and hurt not at all for 


reading interest by the fact that it is unashamedly a campaign for better under- 
standing on the part of the general public of some of the current progress in the 
science of health and medicine and of the reasons back of the limited spread of this 
knowledge. De Kruif is a crusader, in the best sense of the word. He takes up the 
fight goes heart and soul into an analysis of his subject, and then, with all the 
ardor of a fiery spirit, carries the banner to his wide public. And he does it so 
dramatically, with such fervor, with such an appreciation of the human side as well 
as the scientific side, that he sweeps his readers with him. In this new book he 
concentrates on specific human ills, ~ maternal mortality, infantile paralysis, 


tuberculosis, syphilis. He launches his campaign with the story of how pellagra 

has met virtual defeat - and at small cost, to prove that the slack between scien~ 
tific discovery and application en masse can be taken up. To be sure, it took 

floods to set the stage - but the end was achieved, and pellagra is on the wane. 

The maternity center in Chicago has proved that death in child birth can be pre- 
vented by weapons within every doctor's reach, - self-sacrifice and personal atten- 
tion over the necessary period of time. It does not demand elaborate equipment, 
expensive surroundings, surgical action, for the zeal of these doctors has per- 
formed miracles in germ infested hovels of Chicago's worst slums. A chemical has 
been discovered that looks as though infantile paralysis could be forestalled. Public 
education is the main prop needed to spread the new gospel of wiping out syphilis and 
tuberculosis. And what is the barrier? Economy -— in the wrong direction. It's an 
exciting and a‘stirring book, There's enough news to carry it to the forefront - 

and it is the sort of book it is a privilege to sell. Go to it! $3.00 


We Pick These Dark Horses For Your Benefit 


February 15 
Bigland, Eileen LAUGHING ODYSSEY Macmillan 


* Good reading, and a relief after the serious books on Russia, It should 
be fun to sell. An account of a summer in Russia that was thoroughly enjoyed by 

the author, who went with no economical, sociological, political or other scientific 
bones to pick, who was not stumped by discomforts, whether in food, sanitary arrange-— 
ments, travel accomodations, From Germany, through Poland, to Moscow, and then down 
to the Black and Caspian seas, she made friends with everyone, and with a small 
store of Russian, she talked with all she met. She had a good time, and though she 
found much she did not like, she found more that she did. She got into amusing 
situations, she met unique characters, and she tells of it all with a real feeling 
for the people, and the writer becomes friends with the reader in a gay trip through 
the country, $2.50 


February 17 
Campbell, Com. A. B. WITH THE CORNERS OFF Lippincott 


* Our nautical reporter, says of this "I ate this up, it's most entertain- 
ing! Good adventure, well and simply told, with a potential market of all extro- 

vert males beyond adolescence ~ and a number of females as well, Commander Campbell 
is well-known to a vast audience through his yearns over B.B.C, As set down in book 












February 1, 1938 Non-fiction ~ 54 - 





form they are still good yarns, for he has the gift of telling an excellent story." 
-- It is autobiography of a man who failed to pass his examinations for the Royal 
Navy, emigrated to Canada where he was successively lumber jack, surveyor and trap-— 
per. In 1900 he found himself stranded in New York where he was befriended by a 
Magdalen of the streets who helped him get back to England. The war gave him the 
chance he wanted. The book is crammed with good anecdotal material, $2.50 










March 3 






* I found this one of the best of all the journalists’ autobiographies - 

and the first straight woman journalist's autobiography of note, Irene Kuhn has had 

a full life, worked the world around, and never failed to come through with vivid 
impressions, keen commentary, and a sense of the human element that men in the same 
spots might have missed. This is not a conventional account of the big events of 
world history seen through her eyes, but a strictly personal account of what she did, — 
whom she met, where she went, of the scrapes she got into, the near calls, and the 
long chances she took. There isn't a dull page in it, and it is breezily written, 
better than good journalese. Sell to those who liked Nejley Farson - Journalist's 
Wife, rather than to those who want serious reasoned findings on today's problems. 










Kuhn, Irene ASSIGNED TO ADVENTURE Lippincott 
4 









$3.00 
bate March ~ 
Einstein, Albert & EVOLUTION OF PHYSICS Simon & Schuster 
Infeld, Leopold 
* A dark horse, only in that one might not expect a book by Einstein to be 





a sales possibility for the layman, And that is what this is. It is ideal for the 
layman, and he needs little or no previous knowledge of the subject if he is willing 
to give the successive pages of the volume his careful attention, There is no neces— 
sity of struggling with mathematical equations, though — because of the subject -— 
there may be a few battles with comprehension. It would be presumption to evaluate 
the book's accuracy and authority. Sufficient to say that the text advances so 
logically from step to step that the beauty and simplicity of the reasoning carry 
one along. It is more than a history of physics. It is an exposition of scientific 
methods of thinking. From the subject of motion (treated with an analogy to a de- 
tective story), it goes on to the study of heat, thence to a consideration of matter, 
then to the field of magnetism and electricity and the nature of light and color. 
From there relativity is the obvious next step, the high spot of the book. Next an 
investigation of matter, and brief touching on other suggested problems, it ends 
with a short section on the relationship of physics and reality. Taken as a whole, 
the book offers some of the most difficult ideas in modern science with the back- 
ground to make it comprehensible. A book for the James and Eddington market ~ and 
more. $3. 00 






ee 


















April & 
Halle, Louis J., Jr. BIRDS AGAINST MEN Viking 


Here's a book included in this special section because it would justify 

a very special sort of sales approach, which a casual presentation might not indi- 
cate, A lovely book, for the Eckstein of Canary enthusiasts, or for some of the 
( Peattie market, though the material is less personal in handling than in the hands 

of these writers. He has chosen unfamiliar birds, hawks, man-o'~war, bookies and 
other sea birds; pigeons; a pair of nesting kingbirds. There's a definite masculine 
quality to both style and approach. There is nothing sentimental or soft about the 
birds he has chosen; they all keep their self-respecting independence. Even Lorenzo, 
the pet parrot, manages to sustain an attitude of imperturbability, magnificence, A 
unique book, which needs individual enthusiasm for successful salesmanship — but 
which will repay it. Illustrated by Lynd Ward. $2.50 - 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-Fiction 


February 11 


Stringer, Arthur THE OLD WOMAN REMEMBERS Bobbs, Merrill 


A novelist of the northwest turns to Ireland as the source of his poetry, 
which is of higher grade than his novels. There's a pleasant quality to these verses 
in Celtic dialect, a simplicity and rhythm which gives them a ballad 141t and spirit. 
There is no striking originality of talent, but a swing and beat of the Irish, often 
a humorous twist or an tronic one which makes them rather delightful reading. $1.25 


Tobenkin, Elias THE PEOPLES WANT PEACE Putnam 


A survey of the real emotion and feeling and thought back of the surface 
hue and ery of militarism reveals - indisputably in the author's mind and arguments -— 
the fact that the masses want peace, that éven the military forces want peace, that 
in most instances there is a sincere desire for peace among the rulers and law makers. 
And yet, time after time, the veneer of militarism conceals the deeper roots of the 
other. Which will win? He believes that education of the public to a recognition 
of the forces for peace, a wider knowledge of organization for peace will make its 
An interesting addition ~ from a new angle — and based on personal 


He has covered the world centers of military activity in 
$2.75 


way and succeed, 
research, interviews, etc. 
his search. 


February 17 


Byrnes, Oscar THE DAY'S WORK Harcourt, Brace 


In verse, the story of the great armored-car robbery, when a group of gun— 
men in perfectly timed action collected half a million dollars in three minutes - 
and got away with it. The verse form seems unjustified; there is neither rhyme nor 
rhythm. The style is cryptic, abrupt, but it has a certain vigor, and strikes a new 
note in the "hard-boiled" school. Perhaps that market will like it. But the con— 


servatives and old guard wont. $1.25 


Fraser, Geoffery & LEON BLUM: Man and Statesman Lippincott 
Natanson, Thadee 

The Stokes' life of Blum is the sole English contribution dealing with the 
man and his place in the scheme, although he is included in a good many books cover— 
ing various figures in the European stage. This book is, therefore, an important 
addition to the picture, a better book in every way than the Stokes' life, more even 
in style and better balanced. There is no phase of it so interesting as the section 
in the Stokes’ book on Blum's handling of the labor troubles; its weakness lies, 
perhaps, in the social application of Blum's theories. But all in all, it is a well 
rounded picture of the man, his training, experience, contacts and ideals. One could 
wish for more careful interpretation but perhaps time is needed for that. Meantime, 


this takes its place as the best general life of Blum, "man and statesman." $3.50 
Hayes, John S. & BOTH SIDES OF THE MICROPHONE ©/< Lippincott 
Gardner, Horace J. 


An ABC of radio organization that would be of importance for anyone 
wanting a job in any one part of the business. Describes the duties and require— 
ments of those working on programs, sales, publicity, engineering, production, 
music, general staff, announcing of various kinds, etc. Well known radio people 
give their ideas on what the listener should look for in types of programs, list 
of U.S. stations for anyone wishing to submit material or apply for jobs. Good 
handbook for schools of radio technique. $1. 25 
































February 1, 1938 Non-fiction ~- 56 - 


February 18 
Hutt, Allen THE POST-WAR HISTORY OF THE BRITISH WORKING CLASS Coward, McCann 


An exciting and dramatic story of labor's struggle in England, which makes 
one realize that the undercurrents are far less smooth than we have been led to be~ 
lieve. We have assumed that England has solved her labor problems. Actually, we 
find that the long battle, with “family squabbles” suggesting our own inner conflicts, 
and an effort to keep the Communists on the outside, has ended with liberal Communist 
leaders working closely with the better type of labor leaders, and the former leaders 
who are charged with betraying their own, out of the picture. There is a vivid ac- 
count of continuous strikes, quelled by brutal official methods. The rise and fall 
of Unionism has paralleled the rise and fall of the Labor Party. But today the work- 
ers look ahead towards the same objectives in betterment of conditions that our work- 
ers hope for here. $2.75 





Pebruary 23 


Alexander, H. M. STRIP TEASE: The Vanished Art of Burlesque Knight 





Since the law has put the "art" of strip tease out of business, here is a 
record of its emergence to fame, its heyday and its downfall. How it put burlesque 
on the modern map, the types of strip tease and teasers, their stories, other bur- 

lesque acts and their members. Easy reading - unimportant ~ but for those who want 
it, there's nothing else like it. 63 candid camera photos by Max Peter Haas. $2.00 





Reis, Claire COMPOSERS IN AMERICA Macmillan 


The sub—title is definitive:— "Biographical Sketches of Living Composers 
with a Record of Works Produced ~ 1912-1937." -- A valuable and complete compendium 
of living composers either American born, or considering America their home and the 
place where their important work has been produced. They are listed alphabetically 
and under each name is a brief sketch giving dates, place of birth, musical back- 
ground and influence, Bibiliography of works since 1912, whether published or in 
manuscript form, listed under specific annotated headings, and excluding songs. There 
is no personal attempt at judgment; prizes awarded and number of compositions give 
the clues. The introduction indicates a new musical awareness, a new musical product 
with its own individuality, and Mrs. Reis’ claim is supported by the varied quantity 
of compositions in this brief period. A book that is essential for musical libraries, 
for school and local orchestra reference shelves, for critics and instructors and 
musicians everywhere. A wide distribution should help stimulate gifted composers 
and add freshness to program making for concerts and radio. Definitely a book for 
direct mail or telephone sale. $3.50 


February 24 


Lane, Marie Dresden & AMERICA ON RELIEF Harcourt, Brace 
Steegmuller, Francis 


In a brief 171 pages the author presents a birdseye view of the situation 
in ABC terms. The book is written in fast-moving style, the problems are pre— 
sented clearly and realistically, the solutions ~ so far as they go ~ are endorsed, 
the need for further solutions with concrete suggestions cogently presented. The 
criticisms of the working of the W P A and the handicaps under which it has labored 
are clearly recognized, but the criticisms are constructive. She discusses educa- 
tion, recreation and the arts, the migratory worker, the sub-marginal agricultural 
worker, women's sewing projects, aid for youth, C C C camps, etc. A book that should 
help people to think constructively about the problem. $2.00 
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Rebreery—ze— (Wwe 1° 


Clark, Marjorie & THE LABOR MOVEMENT IN AMERICA Norton 
Simon, S. Fanny 


An adequate elementary history written in simple and clear style for the 
readers uninformed about the labor movement and its development in this country. It 
traces the history from the indentured white slaves imported to the colonies to the 
present day conflict between the A. F. of L, and the C. I. O. That phase is simpli- 
fied by showing the development of the factory system and changing labor conditions, 
with the differences between craft unionism and industrial undonism resulting in new 
demands for a more inclusive type of union organization. The story is told against 
a brief economic and social background history of the U. S. The growth of employers’ 
organizations are explained, along with the methods such as espionage, blacklisting, 
company unions, etc. There is a section on the facts brought to light through govern- 


ment legislation etc. Good groundwork, $2.00 
February 25 
Masters, Edgar Lee MARK TWAIN: A Portrait Scribner 


A book for the student of Mark Twain who goes deeply enough into his sub-— 
ject to want to see various facets. Masters looks upon him as an unfulfilled genius, 
a clown with a broken heart who never played up to his convictions. He studies his 
early life as source material for his later books. He is not angry - simply hurt, 
disturbed, for he feels that while Mark Twain made a contribution, he evaded his 
responsibilities towards current social questions. A book for limited market. $2.75 


February 28 


Briant, Keith OXFORD LIMITED Farrar & Rinehart 


A cross sectioning of England's historic university covering Freshman 
problems, the Dons, sport, Rhodes scholars, sex (of all kinds), the Oxford group, 
politics, the prevalence of rowdiness, the women's colleges, journalism, history, 
needs, government, etc. Thoroughgoing, but of interest to educators rather than 
the general public, $2.50 


March 1 


Dahlberg, Arthur WHEN CAPITAL GOES ON STRIKE: Harper 
Or How To Speed Up Spending 


The author's theory is that our economic troubles aré caused by the hoard- 
ing of capital ~- the people who own the money go on strike ahead of labor. The author 
discusses the role of spending, the criticism of the orthodox view that demand should 
be uncontrolled,the "hoarding tax" and how this would influence the value of money 
and wealth and stimulate real savings. How government's attitude towards hoarding 
operates; the effect on interest rates, on distribution of income between classes, 
on working hours, on labcr policy, on the gold standard, etc. A competent book which 
should be read by industrialists, bankers, economists. Should be bought by book~ 
stores with special customers in mind, $2.50 


Reilly, William J. HOW TO USE YOUR HEAD Harper 


The author in short, snappy lessons, points out that you can do it too, - 
by ordering your mental processes, concentrating on facts, deciding which is the 
real problem, keeping an unbiased mind and weighing evidence, making up your own 
mind. Section of answers to questions posed. ~- It wont hurt anybody, and the 


method has proved successful. $2.00 
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March 2 







Leacock, Stephen HUMOR AND HUMANITY Henry Holt 


Not as newsworthy as Eastman but just as entertaining reading. A series 
of essays on kindly humor from primitive beginnings to the deeper sighificance of 
the present. The humor of words, ideas, situations, characters, comic verse, crafts- 
manship. Plumful of illustrative material, quotations, literary criticisms, etc., 
presented with the author's quietly humorous manner. $2.00 














Price, Ward I KNOW THESE DICTATORS Henry Holt 


The purpose of this book is to present Mussolini and Hitler for more 
friendly understanding as a step towards world peace. He cortrasts the personal- 
ities of the two men, with brief biographical sketches, and comments on their 
achievements and the people surrounding them. He urges broader view — and yet 
gives nothing concrete to prove that they have done anything deserving the friend- 
Ship he claims for them. He looks at them and their works uncritically, and fails 


to prove his point. P a $3.50 
a af | ke f % . = iA o . 7 
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Sinclair, Robert Heche tt ttathe A Hunan Study of London Reynal & Hitchcock 








This is a Middletown approach to London - not a guide book. ,A dissection 
of present day London and what she does not give her people. An expose based on 
official statistics (which means something in England) of housing, health, education, 
administration, entertainment, business, of the incompetence of modern living to keep 
modern man happy. A guide for sociologists and intelligent city dwellers, broad 
enough in implications to apply to other large cities. A challenging book. eel 


«a ego 


Allen, Edward Frank THE COMPLETE ROOK OF DREAMS Lippincott 








La 


March 3 














Hokum plus — but I've seen dream books in the xitchen, so people do read 
them. The author gives a list of hundreds of things which may mean one thing — or 
yet another. Freud, Jung, Adler get rather superficial nodding attention, belittl- 
ing their contribution. Alphabetical interpretation of dream symbols and meanings, 
based on ancient and modern experiences. Good luck dreams and bad luck dreams. 

















~~- The bunk. $2.00 
March 7 

Gallico, Paul FAREWELL TO SPORT Knopf 

* Swell reading, for anyone interested in a survey of the field of sport 


during thirteen years, 2s told by a sports writer bidding farewell to his field. 
The dizzy whirl, with plenty of big names, with the sham and heroism and skull- 
duggery. Brief biographies of the top notchers, discussion of amateurs, knocks 
the rampant professionalism of football, and other major sports. Analyses are in- 


teresting, - appeal, making a name, shady dealing, promotion, etc. He smashes il- 
lusions right and left, but writes with such punch and honesty that it makes en- 
grossing reading. Men primarily. . $2, 75 
March 8 
 ] Chappell, Matthew N. IN THE NAME OF COMMON SENSE: Macmillan 


Worry and Its Control 


A study of the basis of worry, the effects of worry, the dangers of worry 
and the control of worry. Case histories presented es evidence. Exercises for de- 
creasing and controlling worry given as props and crutches. Good common sense, for 
those who want first aid this way. Really constructive and simmple in application, 
$1. 75 
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March 9 


Walling, R. A. J. THE GREEN HILLS OF ENGLAND Morrow 


A leisurely charming travel book on out of the way bits of England's 
countryside, a book which those who know England intimately and have endless time 
for odd corners would find suggestive and fascinating, but which would provide 
rather elusive reading for those feeling their way. By foot, by car through South- 
ern England and the Shropshire hills, the Cotswolds, and so on, Literary allusions, 
anecdotes of people and experiences. A nice bit of writing. Limited market. $3.50 


March 11 


Alsop, Joseph & Catledge, Turner THE 168 DAYS Doubleday, Doran 
° This material has been running in the S. E. P. and has created a good deal 
of favorable commentary. It is the story of the Supreme Court fight, against a very 
sketchy background, and it makes amazingly good reading. The author is singularly 
objective. He lets the facts speak for themselves, but he has a faculty for swift 
pen portraits of the people concerned, pictorial presentation of the incidents and 
implied interpretation which makes his points more succinctly than any personal bias 


could. Swift paced narrative, so supremely well done that it is of permanent inter- 

est and value, $2. 75 
March 13 

Holbrook, Stewart H. HOLY OLD MACKINAW Macmillan 


A Natural History of the American Lumberjack 


A robust tale of the life of the northern lumberjack and of his background 
from the early part of the 19th century in Maine down to the present in California. 
The text is full of personalities, men who have made history, because of their 
strength, their ability, their zest for life, their rise to power and wealth. Not 
for the squeamish, because these men lead hard carousing lives, and the author gives 
every facet, work and play. The color and spirit of the life is there too. Modern 
science has finally caught up with lumbering and today presents an entirely differ 
ent picture. <A book for anyone interested in the industry, and for those who like 
good segments of Americana. $2.50 


March i4 


Kracauer, S, ORPHEUS IN PARIS Knopf 


A biography of Offenbach, consistently interesting reading, a fine por— 
trait of the artist and an absorbing picture of an era. His amazing topicality 
enabled him to reflect the tempo of an era through his work, and the author success-— 
fully relates the man and the times, adding considerable significance to a man whose 
artistic importance is secondary. Born in Cologne, son of a Jewish cantor, he was 
taken to Paris to study at the conservatoire, later to play in an orchestra. Lean 
years — entrée to the musical world via the salons. Then the success of the Bouffes— 
Parisiens. After the revolution of 1848 ~ the second empire, and his operettas the 
ideal escape for the jeunmesse—dorée of the boulevards, Fifteen years of unparalleled 


success. His last years, sober ones for France, were lean and gloomy ones for this 
“fallen Ariel," The book is discursive, but scholarly in approach, and excellent 

reading. $4.00 
Britt, Albert GREAT INDIAN CHIEFS Whittlesey 


Can't see much market for this. The author makes no attempt to survey the 
place of the American Indian in our history, or the progress of our handling of the 
problem. His approach is purely biographical, historical, but devoted to a few 
specific and obvious figures and their immediate period, — Philip, Brant, Tecumseh, 
Sitting Bull, ete. $2.50 
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March 17 
Slocombe, George A MIRROR TO GENEVA Henry Holt 


Not, as one might expect, a history of what has been accomplished at Geneva, 
but a mirror up to the personalities that have crossed its stage, with some back- 
ground of the town itself, and the larger incidents. There is virtually nothing of 
critical comment; Nothing of the contribution made at Geneva to the numerous fields 
of investigation and activity, but deliberate concentration on those who have played 
a@ part in the shifting kaleidoscope of world affairs. In retrospect, this seems a 
lop-sided and circumscribed view. At the time of reading, it is lively enough in 
style and human enough in content to hold the interest. A book that those seeking 
a birdseye view would find worthwhile, but that would seem superficial to anyone 
interested in deeper implications. $3.50 


March 23 
Fletcher, Frank I. LUCIL INTERVAL Harper 


* Don't let the subtitle ("Confessions of a self-made man") lead you astray. 
This has nothing in common with the usual autobiographies of prosperous executives. 
And it is not for those interested only in sober autobiographies, but for the ap— 
preciative reader interested in personalities and viewpoints, spiced with witticisms. 
Against a skeleton of incidents, ~ leaving England at an early age to answer a want. 
ad in a New York newspaper, lean years of fighting too regimented a life, finally 
breaking into the advertising field and going to the top as a free lance — the author 
builds odds and ends of delightful bits about people, work, remuneration, talent and 
genius, advertising, books and so on. Skilled in words and phrases, master of maxim, 
chockful of wit, he holds one's interest to the last word. It's grarid fun, with a 
challenge to the grey matter as well. $3.00 


March 25 
Mikhelson, Andre KINGS AND KNAVES IN THE CAMEROONS Putnam 


The author of J Came Out Alive has given us an amazing adventure story, 
which purports to be true, but which reads like fantastic fiction. A gentleman 
adventurer, he shipped for Africa with an engineer sent out to ascertain the facts 
behind rumors of the existence of a certain rare metal. Mikhelson's part was that 
of a fancy bodyguard, companion, etc. He had nothing to do with the technical as— 
pects, Plots, intrigue, hostile natives, unscrupulous promoters, a melodramatic 
panorama, which makes good entertainment but fails to be convincing. Some of the 
commentary on the relations of whites and natives is revealing - and disturbing, 
Good reading ~ for those who liked books like Green Hell. $3.00 


March 29 


Searchinger, Cesar HELLO AMERICA! Houghton, Mifflin 


A book on international broadcasting - an adventure story in a new field 
of journalism. Much of it deals with personalities, revealing bits about outstand— 
ing figures of the day caught off-guard.' Politicians, kings, authors — analyzed 
and interpreted through their share in broadcasting. Whole chapters given to Gandhi, 
the Pope, Trotzky, Edward VIII, and Shaw and their adventures with the mike. A new 
angle on the abdication story. The Dollfuss murder, the Saar plebescite, the Olympic 
games, the Spanish and Abyssinian wars - sidelights on contemporary history. The 
last section deals with the whole set-up of European broadcasting, the timely ques-— 
tion of radio propaganda, the problem of radio in.war. Actually the first reference 
‘book on the subject, and essential for reference libraries, The style is keyed to~- 
say the Atlantic audience - not a book for big popular sale, $3.50 
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March 29 
Lips, Eva SAVAGE SYMPHONY | Random House 


The wife of the renowned anthropologist, a cultured woman and a liberal, 
gives an account of their life in Cologne after the advent of the Third Reich. Both 
of them were by nature retiring, scholarly citizens, and withdrawn. from the activi- 
ties of the Hitler regime which seemed to them a temporary farce. Shortly after 
the Nazis took control of Cologne, they demanded that he sacrifice science to the 
interests of the party and he refused. He withdrew, temporarily, from the Museum, 
and there followed the record of indignities and petty revenge, trying to humiliate 
and discredit him, because he would neither compromise with Hitler, nor leave the 
country. An illuminating picture of everyday atrocities, of the legal, cultural 
and political degeneration of a city, and of the Lips, deserted by everyone. I1llu- 
minating in the revelation of Hitler's throttle-hold over all activities. The book 
is a vivid protest against fascist tyranny ~ an interesting book to read as foot— 
notes to the husband's The Savage Hits Back. $3.00 


March 31 
Rhoades, Winfred THE SELF YOU HAVE TO LIVE WITH Lippincott 
"Grow yourself a soul" — such is the keynote of this self-help book, which 


belongs to the super~inspirational school for self betterment, dealing with intan- 
gibles. How to eliminate unhappy cmotional habits, how to turn maladjustment to 
adjustment, how to establish proper mental habits, how to cultivate the godly and 


the beautiful. A rather saccharine and sentimental approach. $1.75 
March 9 4) 
Barrie, J. M. THE GREENWOOD HAT: Being a ifemoir of James Anon Scribner 


It's all there ever will be of Barrie's autobiography, and it consists 
of somewhat random sketches, essays, articles contributed over a period of years 
to periodicals, and followed in each instance by a running commentary on the back- 
ground of the piece, on current happenings, and so on. One pieces the bits to- 
gether and gets an impression ~ somewhat sketchy and hazy ~— of a personality, with 
a few actual facts about the stress and strain of his early attempts at authorship, 
and the gradual expanding of his powers and market ard interests and associates. 
For characteristic flavor read chapter V (Love He Never or Forever), chapter XV 
(The Biographer at Bay), chapter XXII (The Club Ghost) $2.75 


DeChambrun, Ciara Longworth SHAKESPEARE REDISCOVERED Scribner 


The title is misleading. There is no element of rediscovery, but simply 
a rounding up of data dealing with certain phases of his life corrceborative for 
the most part. Painstaking, scholarly, frequently along remote paths (as in Hotson's 
sleuthing), and building up to one big "find," the discovery of Shakespeare's an- 
notated edition of Holinshed. Logical and meticulous proof of each point she deals 
with, but much of it seems remote from the man and the artist. For Shakespeare 


students — limited market. $3.00 


Kozlenko, William, ed. REPRESENTATIVE AMERICAN ONE-~ACT~PLAYS Scribner 


2 radio plays, 3 comedies, 2 folk plays, 3 social dramas, including among 
the authors Sherwood Anderson, Alfred Kreymborg, Percival Wilde, Langston Hughes. 


Good for study groups and little theatres, but not foolproof for the amateur pro- 
$2.50 


duction. 
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Ransom, John Crowe THE WORLD' BODY Scribner 


A collection of essays, dealing chiefly with aspects of poetry, save for 
an occasional discussion of a novelist or the concluding essay on criticism in gen- 
eral. Opens with a discussion of Lycidas, and leads on to an appreciation of Milton 
as poet and artist. The axe is wielded against Millay, for lack of intellectuality. 
General topics such as forms and genres of poetry, the psychologist and the poet, 
the modern trend. The viewpoint is decisive, the criticism somewhat arbitrary. 
For college market, $2. 7% 


Rogers, Tyler S, PLAN YOUR HOUSE TO SUIT YOURSELF +} 4/36 Scribner 


This is for the prospective home builder and the author makes a contri- 
bution to a much discussed problem which is, to me, refreshingly new. He goes into 
the problem of the basis on which the building is to be done, casting his own vote 
for using an architect and doing it as the soundest thing economically. Then he 
goes on to show how to sort out your own desires, for presentation to the architect, 
and includes questionnaires which are suggestive and constructive, taking a house 
room by room, closet by closet, going into matters such as materials, lighting, 
decoration, etc. His theory is that a house should be built from inside out, and 
the needs analyzed from the angle of the family, the occupants, the uses and the 
possessions, immediate and prospective. So far, so good — excellent. In the matter 
of working out of details, he is ultra-modern in many of his recommendations, and 
disastrously extravagant, for those who cannot eliminate as they read. But his last 
section on sane financing saves the day here too. Good book for special customer. 


Illustrated. $3.50 


Taubman, H. Howard OPERA: Front and Back Seribner 


An entertaining vdook about opera through the United States, with concen— 


tration chiefly on the Metropolitan. Anecdotal, gossipy, factual, general in ap- 
proach to various phases of opera, production and audience. Thoroughly good reading 


for layman or connoisseur. $3.75 


\ | . we f )) 
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Armstrong, Margaret FANNY KEMBLE: A Passtonate Victorian Macmillan 


Biography covering 83 years of Fanny Kemble's life. Though reared in a 
theatrical atmosphere, it was only her father's failure with Covent Garden that 
precipitated her going on the stage. Her first role was Juliet, at seventeen; at 
nineteen she was the toast of England, repeated her success in America, and then 
married disastrously, Pierce Butler, vacillating, unfaithful slave owner. Her 
divorce — her fame as a Shakespearean reader and the sensation caused by her writ-— 
ings kept her a storm center for years. Interesting material ~ theatre in England 
and America in the 1830's and '40's ~ the slave question and the Civil War, and so 


on. Varied in interests and good reading. $4.00 


April 6 
Tansill, Charles C. AMERICA GOES TO WAR Little, Brown 


An important book from the angle of an accurate record from primary 
seurces as to the steps which led to America's joining the Allies in 1917, From 
masses of material, much of it old, some of it new, and in conjunction the one 
with the other, definitely new, records, letters, cable, reports, newspaper clip-— 
pings, etc. tell the story. It is not a flattering picture from any angle. England 
emerges a bit holier than thou,. and with small reason, and the records show the 
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open violations of international law that virtually drove Germany to submarine war- 
fare. Germany remains with much the familiar picture. And the U. S. A. comes off 
as rather a sap! There's not the popular appeal that the Millis book or the Bor~ 


chard boak has; for matter of reference it is an essential contribution. $5.00 
April 8 
Herbert, A. P. SIP! SWALLOW! Doubleday, Doran 


Wit and wisdom, a la A. P. Herbert, and in such perfect blend that one 
emerges from the chuckles which these random sketches evoke, to the realization 
that much of his fun cloaks sound philosophical or political or social commentary. 
He writes under various aliases, but always is recognizablz. His humor is spon— 
taneous, kindly, constructively critical. And this is the perfect pick-up book for 
those few moments before dropping off to sleep, for sharing in brief extract with 
appreciative friends. For flavor, read the title essay. The Gulf Stream, Who'd 
Be a Parmer? Silly Saws, 'Not Catch', and almost anything that catches the random 
eye. Yes, it’s very English - but it's fun. $2.00 


Eliot, W. A. FOREST TREES OF THE PACIFIC COAST Putnam 


A new addition to the Putnam nature books. An essential book for nature 
libraries, everywhere, and a book that has wider general interest than that con~ 
fined to the Coast, in view of the travel interest in the Big Trees, etc. Covers 
characteristics, distribution, habitat of trees native to Alaska, British Columbia, 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho and northern California and eastward to the Rockies. 250 


photographs. $5.00 


Announcing for April 8 


Orpen, Sir William, ed. THE OUTLINE OF ART Putnam 
Formerly in 2 volumes at $5.00 each. Now reissued tn one volume, una~ 
bridged text, 289 half tone illustrations, 16 plates in full color. $3.00 
and also | 
Schmeckebier, Dr. Laurence HANDBOOK OF ITALIAN Putnam 


RENAISSANCE PAINTING 


Important book to draw to attention of students of fine arts in colleges 
and universities. In handbook form as a working tool, this book presents basic 
factual material on lives and works of chief painters of this period. A book which 
complements related courses in history, philosophy, literature, social sciences, 
through brief sketches of cities during each period, chronologies of popes and 


rulers, list of important personalities and works. Bibliography. $3.50 
Aprit—FP fy io I 
Starrett, Paul CHANGING THE SKYLINE Whittlesey 


In matter of fact manner, the author, a great New York builder, tells of 
his early youth, of his apprenticeship in an architect's office, of his entry into 
construction work, and eventually his rise to owning his own company. Stories of 
buildings he has constructed (Flatiron, Penn Station, McGraw Hill, Lincoln Memorial 
in Washington, the Empire State, etc.) This book though interesting, lacks the 
flavor and zest of Horowitz' Towers of New York. Introduction by "Bob" Davis. 50 
illustrations. $2.75 
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Titles Received Too Late For Inclusion in Earlier Issues 


Published 


Wistar, General Isaac AUTOBIOGRAPHY Wistar Institute 
Univ. of Penna. 


One of our clients writes: "Here is an item of plus business, which may 
escape general attention. This isn't just a local item, it's a real find in the 
field of exciting Americana, with a coast to coast interest. It is a natural and 

aapyone who reads it can get worked up about selling it. I've never had a book so 
easy to sell... Wistar was a member of an old Philadelphia family, and the gold 

rush took him to California in '49. His description of the trip is vivid, exciting, 
Once there he tried his hand at mining, trapping, ranching, finally law. That 
career in the Vigilante days was as exciting as Indian fighting. Interludes of 

sea trips, shipwreck, mutiny, fights. He came east in time to play his part in | 
the Civil War. The post-war period of reconstruction made him a business adventurer 
in road building, canals, coal lands. He died in 1905, specifying that the book 
not be published for 25 years. An edition was issued for the family in 1914, and 
copies have sold as high as $175. The present trade edition is the first public 
issue." This is a brief of his enthusiastic endorsement. Go to it! The Wistar 
Institute allows one third trade discount. $5. 00 


New List of Plays Available in Book Form (Each $2.00} 


Priestley, J. B. TIME AND THE CONWAYS Harper 


Crothers, Rachel SUSAN AND GOD Random House 
Doherty, Brian FATHER MALACHY'S MIRACLE Random House 


Howard, Sidney THE GHOST OF YANKEE DOODLE (FPebrtrary-T8) Scribner 


Crue 4 
February 3 


Phillips, Hubert QUESTION TIME Farrar & Rinehart 


English puzzlers, with answers at the back of the book. Just the thing 


for a bit of international wit-sharpening. Not Americanized, so the flavor is 
English. Save for the word puzzles, quite different from ours, and needing a bit 


more grey matter. $2.00 


Heimann, Eduard COMMUNISM, FASCISM OR DEMOCRAY? Norton 


Outlines the rise of capitalism and democracy, with government paternalism 
fostering business, until business threw the trammels off. The democratic ideal, 
through Adam Smith, Rousseau, Jefferson, preceded scientific technology, and the 
industrial revolution was the death knell of democracy in its simple form, which 
would have gone on to classical socialism with collective rights in large scale 
production. Then the author discusses concepts of liberty and equality, accepting 
the Jeffersonian theory that individual freedom had to be gained through collective 
organization. He goes on to the: concepts, growth and applications of socialism, 
communism, syndicalism, fascism, claiming that we confuse capitalism and fascism. 
Under any readjustment of society, one social type must take precedence as the norm, 
Neither fascism nor communism approaches the humanistic viewpoint of classical 
socialism. Fascism is the penalty paid for the betrayal of liberty. The author 


approaches his subject from an intellectual angle, it is profound but hard digging 


for the average reader. Not for the general public demanding short cuts, but for 
$2.50 


the student. 
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February 4 
Asquith, Herbert A. MOMENTS OF MEMORY Scribner 


Utterly impersonal, almost dehumanized in its lack of emotion. This is 
probably due to the author's attempting to be objective towards his father and him- 
self, but the result is that the book lacks vitality and sparkle. The material is 
interesting, and covers a wide range of English public life, going back to the liter~ 
ary period of Meredith and Hardy's heyday in his own youth; and in his father's life 
touching upon early struggles at the bar, and his experience as junior counsel for 
Parnell. Scattered comment on his father's personality reveals him as a mellow, 
cautious man. His own schooling at Winchester and Oxford — then the war, and his 
father, war-time premier. Famous names, brief sketches ~ D. H. Lawrence, Gladstone, 
Balfour, Grey. The interlude of the war -— then back to his father's stand and the 
fight for Home Rule, Old Age Pensions, Free Trade. Not as a liberal, but as a great 
fighter. The subject justifies a wider market than the handling entitles the book 
to receive. $3.50 


February 7 
Key, Charles E, THE STORY OF 20TH CENTURY EXPLORATION Knopf 


A general account of the most significant expeditions of the century, divid- 
ed geographically. Fawcett and the Amezon; Asia and Sven Hedin; Aurel Stein, Freya 
Stark, the two Poles; the Scott expedition; Rawling in New Guinea, Leahy and the canni- 
bals, the ascents of Mt. Kamet, Nanda Devi, Everest, and so on. At least a hundred 
incidents, and exciting adventures are told in such a sober, colorless manner that 
they lose the vigor such material demands, Chief value ~ reference. 16 illustrations; 
12 maps. $3.50 


Beeckman, John THE WAY TO HIS HEART Bobbs, Merrill 


Quite frankly, one of,these opuses is much like another. But this varies 
in being written by a man, giving his angle on how to be attractive, etc. Theoretical, 
with little of the concrete does and donts. Blend of hypocrisy and horse sense. A few 
anecdotes, some well meaning exercises, etc. Nothing very practical. $1.50 


February 11 


Announcing Modern Age Reprints for this date ~ author, title, price indicated below. 


Binns, Archie LIGHTSHIP $ .35 
Burnett, W. R. LITTLE CAESAR 025 
Christie, Agatha PERIL AT END HOUSE 225 
Downey, Fairfax BURTON 35 
Ehrlich, Leonard GOD'S ANGRY MAN ~50 


February 24 


Menninger, Karl A. MAN AGAINST HIMSELF Harcourt, Brace 


Menninger's reputation for handling scientific material for the popular 
taste is based on his,admirable work, The Human Mind. Now comes a new volume which 
deals with a subject from which people fight shy, - suicide and all matters pertain-— 
ing to it. He analyzes it from the angle of its inherent connection with basic fail- 
ings in human mentality, weaknesses, fears which show themselves in unsuspected forms, 
neuroticism, hysteria, hypochondria, self-martyrdom, alcoholism, anti~social behaviour, 
etc. A challenging book for those who have the courage to apply it fairly. Not an 
easy book to read. Its lay value will not be as wide as one could wish, but through 
professional channels it should reach the intelligent strata of those who need it. 

$3.75 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Maugham, W.S. - THE SUMMING UP (Doubleday, Doran) from 3/11 to 3/25 


Ferber, N.J. A NEW AMERICAN (Farrar & Rinehart) from 2/3 to 3/10. Price 
: from $3.00 to $2.50. 


Fritts & Gwinn - FIFTH AVENUE TO FARM (Harper) from 1/19 to 2/2 
Olmstead, J. CLAUDE BERNARD (Harper) postponed to 3/1/38. Change title 
to BIOGRAPHY OF CLAUDE BERNARD 


Craig, Capt. J.— DANGER IS MY BUSINESS (Simon & Schuster) Definite date 2/24 10 
Lucas, F. L. ~ THE WOMAN CLOTHED WITH THE SUN (Simon & Schuster) Definite 

date 3/24 2 
McCleery & Penfield — REWARD (Simon & Schuster) from 1/26 to 2/10 4 
Peattie, D.C. -— PRAIRIE GROVE (Simon & Schuster) Definite date 3/24/38. 


Price from $3.00 to $2.50 6 
Dinesen, Isak —- OUT OF AFRICA (Random House) from 2/2 to March 1 558 


Note: Garden City Deluxe Editions, published prior to July 1, 1937 are to have 
minimum fair trade prices the same as their retail list prices. All of the Garden 
City Publishing Company's publications known as Star Dollar books published prior 
to July 1, 1937, are to have minimum fair trade prices of 98¢ each. The retail 
list price of Star Dollar books is to remain $1.00 each. 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - FEBRUARY 15th TO MARCH lst 


February Bigland, Eileen ~ LAUGHING ODYSSEY (Macmillan) 53 
Faulkner, W. ~ THE UNVANQUISHED (Random House) 550 


February Carr, J. D. — TO WAKE THE DEAD (Harper) 25 
Keck, Maud ~- MRS. BLAIR (Harper) 554 


February Campbell, A. B. — WITH THE CORNERS OFF (Lippincott) 53 
Fraser & Natanson - LEON BLUM (Lippincott) 55 
Frondaie, P. + PORT ARTHUR (Lippincott ) 
Walsh, Maurice — THE DARK ROSE (Stokes) 
Young, E. H. — CELIA (Harcourt, Brace) 


February Starrett, V. — MIDNIGHT AND PERCY JONES (Civici, Friede) 


February Werfel, FP. — HEARKEN UNTO THE VOICE (Viking) -— Note correct 
publication date 

February Scherman, H. — THE PROMISES MEN LIVE BY (Random House) 

February Craig, Capt. J. -—- DANGER IS MY BUSINESS (Simon & Schuster) 


March selection of the Literary Guild 
Larson, Gosta — FATHERLAND FAREWELL (Harcourt, Brace) 


February Gore, W. -THE MYSTERY OF THE PAINTED NUDE (Doubleday, Doran) 
Taylor, Phoebe A. — THE ANNULET OF GILT (Norton) 


February Smart, C.A. ~ R. F. D. (Norton) March selection ef the Book 
of the Month, co—choice with OUT OF AFRICA - Isak Dinesen, 


(Random House) page 558. 





